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Banana Tree 
Musaceae x paradisiaca 

09-20 

  

  
 
Hardiness Exposure Soil Water Flowers Height

 
Zones 9, 12-16, 
19-24, H1, H2 
 

 
Full sun or partial 
shade 
 

 
Rich soil 
 

 
Ample watering 
 

 
Flower stalks are 
pendent, bearing 
large, showy, 
purple bracts, fruit 
sometimes follow 
 

 
To 20 feet tall 
 

 
Bananas and plantains are today grown in every humid tropical region and constitutes the 4th largest fruit 
crop of the world. The plant needs 10 - 15 months of frost-free conditions to produce a flower stalk. All but the 
hardiest varieties stop growing when the temperature drops below 53° F. Growth of the plant begins to slow 
down at about 80° F and stop entirely when the temperature reaches 100° F. High temperatures and bright 
sunlight will also scorch leaves and fruit, although bananas grow best in full sun. Freezing temperatures will 
kill the foliage. In most areas bananas require wind protection for best appearance and maximum yield. They 
are also susceptible to being blown over. Bananas, especially dwarf varieties, make good container 
specimens if given careful attention. The plant will also need periodic repotting as the old plant dies back and 
new plants develop. 

 


