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Windmill Palm 
Trachycapus fortunei 
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Hardiness Exposure Soil Water Flowers Height

 
Zones 4-24 
 

 
Full sun or light 
shade 
 

 
Well drained 
fertile soil 
 

 
Regular watering 
 

 
Small yellow cup-
shaped flowers, 
hanging in large 
clusters 
 

 
Rapid growth to 
30 feet tall 
 

 
Windmill Palms have a rather slender single stem that is 8 to 10 inches in diameter and is typically a bit narrower at the 
base than at the top. Trunks are usually covered with a loose mat of coarse gray or brown fiber. In older individuals the fiber 
sloughs away to reveal a smooth ringed surface. Chusan Palm, as it is also commonly called, has light to dark green 
palmate leaves that are lighter, almost silvery (glaucous), on the underside. They are held on thin 3 foot flattened stems that 
are finely toothed along both edges. Leaves are circular, about 3 feet in diameter and segmented about halfway. They are 
flat with leaf segment tips held stiffly, but occasionally you will see individuals with droopy tips. Leaves are arranged into a 
symmetrical crown that is about 8 to 10 feet wide. Specimens grown in full sun and/or under poor conditions may have 
much smaller, more compact crowns. This palm makes a great accent which fits well into small areas like courtyards and 
entries. It is a tough plant and survives in hot urban landscapes and even thrives there if watered and fed. Chusan Palm is 
perfect for containers if care is taken that they are well drained. It is very attractive planted in groves and groupings 
especially when plants of different heights are staggered in irregular patterns (plant the tallest palms in center of the groups 
and shorter ones at the edges). 

 


