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Periwinkle 
Vinca Major 

05-41 

  

  
 
Hardiness Exposure Soil Water Flowers Height

 
Zones 5-24 
 

 
Full sun in cooler 
climates only 
 

 
Very soil tolerant 
 

 
Little to moderate 
watering 
 

 
Lavender blue, 5 
petaled, pinwheel 
shaped flowers 
 

 
1 – 2 feet high 
 

 
Big periwinkle is a fast growing herbaceous perennial groundcover with evergreen foliage and pretty blue flowers. The 
arching stems of big periwinkle can reach about 12 in (30 cm) in height, but they soon fall over and spread indefinitely, 
rooting at the nodes as they cover the ground with shiny dark green foliage. The leaves are in pairs opposite each other 
along the stems; they are 2-3 in (5-8 cm) long and oval or heart shaped. The flowers are borne singly in the leaf axils on 
ascending stems. They are blue-violet, funnel shaped with five petals and about 2 in (5 cm) across. Big periwinkle flowers 
profusely all spring and sporadically throughout the summer. Two subspecies occur in the wild: hirsuta has numerous hairs 
on the stems and petioles and has lance shaped leaves; major is less pubescent, with leaves as described for the species. 
The cultivar 'Alba' has white flowers. 'Oxyloba' has deep purple flowers. There are several cultivars selected for their 
variegated foliage  
 

 


