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Society Garlic variegated 
Tulbaghia violacea 

05-37 

  

  
 
Hardiness Exposure Soil Water Flowers Height

 
Zones 13-24, H1, 
H2 
 

 
Full sun 
 

 
Give well 
drained, 
organically 
enriched soil 
 

 
Regular watering 
 

 
Leaves and 
stems have garlic 
odor if cut or 
crushed, Cluster 
of white or purple 
flowers in Spring 
and summer 
 

 
T1-2 feet stems 
 

 
Society garlic is a clump-forming herbaceous perennial with narrow, grayish green leaves and large clusters of lavender or 
lilac flowers. The plant looks like an especially showy garlic or garlic chives plant. Society garlic has just 4-9 grasslike 
leaves, each about a foot long and a half-inch wide. The leaves grow straight up out of a swollen underground rhizome that 
looks like a corm or bulb. A single 2 ft (0.6 m) scape (flowering stalk) grows up from the center of the rosette of leaves. Atop 
the scape sits a large umbel (flower cluster in which all the pedicels (flower stems) originate from the same point) of sweet-
scented lilac-pink flowers. The flowers are tubular, expanding to six pointed stars at their ends. They are a little less than an 
inch long and wide, and there are 8-20 of the dainty little flowers in each umbel. The blossoms are produced sporadically 
from early summer until late autumn. The leaves and rhizomes of society garlic smell like garlic, but the flowers are sweet, 
smelling like hyacinths, and some people say they are too sweet! The cultivar, 'Silver Lace' (a.k.a. 'Variegata') has larger 
flowers and leaves with cream stripes. 'Tricolor' has pink and white variegations  
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