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Soquel Redwood 
Sequoia sempervirens ‘Soquel’ 

02-34 

  

  
 
Hardiness Exposure Soil Water Flowers Height

 
Zones 4-9, 14-
24,  
 

 
Full sun or light 
shade 
 

 
Tolerant, prefers 
fertile the  alluvial 
soil of Santa 
Cruz must be 
moist 
 

 
Moderate to 
regular watering 
 

 
Brown 
inconspicuous 
(center picture), 
developing into 
cones (right 
bottom picture) 
 

 
70-90 feet tall 
 

 
The California redwood is the tallest tree species in the world. In the best groves, they get over 300 ft (91.4 m) tall, with 
trunk diameters of 20 ft (6.1 m) or more. Many are more than 2000 years old. The largest trees have straight, slightly 
tapered trunks that are heavily buttressed at the base. The trunk may rise for more than 100 ft (30.5 m) before the first 
horizontal, slightly drooping, branches mark the bottom of a rounded crown. A grove of mature California redwoods is truly 
awesome. Younger trees are narrowly pyramidal and have branches all along the trunk. The bark is reddish-brown, thick 
and soft, with longitudinal fissures. Redwoods have two kinds of leaves: those on tip and flowering shoots are scale-like and 
overlapping, about 0.5 in (1.3 cm) long; those on other branches are linear, about 1 in (2.5 cm) long, slightly curved and 
standing out in two ranks on opposite sides of the twigs. The purplish-brown, egg-shaped cones are about an inch long and 
mature in one season, yet persist on the tree after the seeds are released. Redwood is one of very few conifers that will 
sprout from its roots and from cut stumps. Redwoods in cultivation outside their natural range rarely exceed 60 ft (18.3 m) in 
height.  

 


