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Japanese Black Pine 
Pinus thunbergii 
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Hardiness Exposure Soil Water Flowers Height

 
 
Zones 3-12, 14-
21 
 

 
Full sun 

 
Sandy, loam, or 
clay 
 

 
Regular watering 
in hottest area 
 

 
Cones 3” oval, 
brown 
 

 
Northwest fast to 
100 feet, 
southern 
California and 
desert, slow to 
moderate 20 feet 
 

 
An excellent, small, irregularly-shaped Pine, the size and shape of Japanese Black Pine is variable reaching a 
height of 25 feet and a spread of 20 to 35 feet. The exceptionally dark green, five to seven-inch-long twisted 
needles are borne in groups of two. Although trees may or may not have a central leader prune to develop 
one if the tree will be grown to a large size. Branches are held horizontally in a picturesque silhouette and 
sometimes can outgrow the central leader forming an attractive multistemmed specimen tree. Black pine is a 
native of Japan. It prefers but does not insist on colder climates; needs special care if grown in the warmer 
regions. It has rough bark and dark needles.  
Occasionally a black pine will have a "witches' broom" growth on a branch caused by a fungus infection. It is a 
thick clump of branchlets having dwarfed foliage. Trees propagated from witches' brooms make ideal bonsai 
subjects as they are characterized by compact foliage and needles which are very short and erect. Bonsai 
propagated from witches's broom stock are called "Yatsubusa". 

 




